
2011-12 LEAGUE REGISTRATION DATES DATE TIME 

LEAGUE REGISTRATION 

All leagues available for registration 

MON. SEP. 12

  

7 - 9 pm 

REGISTRATION NIGHT POLICY:  Teams from last year have until 8 PM to register with team line-up. 

After 8 PM, any openings in the league will be filled by teams who have put down a deposit on the waiting list. 

SENIOR MEN (Tuesday/Thursday Scramble & Friday Competitive) Tues Sep 20 9 - 11 am 

WEDNESDAY AM LADIES  Wed Sep 14 9 - 11 am 

SENIOR WOMEN (Wednesday/Friday) Wed Sep 14 1:30 pm 

AFTERNOON WOMEN (Tuesday/Thursday) Thurs Sep 15 1:30 pm 

JUNIORS & LITTLE ROCKERS (ages 6 and up) Mon Sep 26 3:30 - 5pm 

President’s Message 

 Everyone has now had a full season to enjoy our new concession facilities.  On top of the new equipment and 
layout we were very fortunate to have Majeau’s Catering providing a wide array of fresh lunch and dinner choices, bak-

ing and excellent catering options! We anticipated having to go well into our line of credit at the bank and I'm very happy 

to report that as a result of watching costs on Merk's part, Treasurer Ron McDougall keeping a close eye on things, my-
self trying to stick to the business plan as much as possible and Jim and Jami Mitchell kindly using some personal 
money - we have not gone into debt at all!  This major capital upgrade will last for many years to come and is yet another 
feather in the cap of the Vernon Curling Club! 

 Ongoing negotiations with manager/ice maker Dave Merklinger have resulted in a new 3-year contract being 
agreed to!  Without going into too much detail here (come to AGM for more!), having this new deal signed gives the club 
lots of financial foresight for the next 3 years.  Most clubs have to pay a manager and ice maker separately and the VCC 
very much appreciates being able to get a 2 for 1 from Dave Merklinger in this regard! 

 A sub-committee has been formed with the task of getting new members for the upcoming season.  While we 
have a focused group on this project, I feel it's every members duty to sell the benefits of the Vernon Curling Club. Our 
membership and social benefits compared to the costs involved create great value.  As time goes on, as many clubs are 
experiencing, membership numbers are set to drop which could cause great financial concern at some point.  Let's all do 
our part by letting friends, family and work colleagues know that people can try curling by doing the pre-season clinics at 
the end of September.  From there they can choose whatever league/day of curling works best for them. 

 I cannot stress enough how important new membership is.  We are all members of the club equally and there-
fore will be looking for the biggest numbers in the pre-season clinics that we have ever had! 

Trevor Perepolkin, VCC President 

FALL 2011 

REGISTRATION 

NEWSLETTER 

Phone 250-542-6713 

vernoncurlingclub@shaw.ca  
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TWIN ANCHORS HOUSEBOATS CURLING CLASSIC; Ladies Sep 29-Oct 2, Men's Sep 30-Oct 3. 

Thanks to Twin Anchors Houseboats, who received the CurlBC ‘Sponsor of the Year’ award, we are hosting our 

annual Curling Classic. For over 10 years the Vernon Curling Club has put on a professional, highly respected, inter-

national cashspiel that attracts the best curling teams in the world and reflects the Okanagan’s excellent reputa-

tion as a world renowned curling Mecca. This years line-up includes some of the best curlers in the world, includ-

ing World Champions Kevin Koe and Kelly Scott, BC Champion, Vernon’s own Jim Cotter and National teams from 

Japan, Finland, Russia and the United States.  This event is a World Curling Tour sanctioned event and is listed as 

part of the Canadian Team Ranking System used to qualify 2014 Olympic contenders. As usual, we need volunteers 

for hospitality, door, media, driving, etc. Please let me know how you can help. We are also looking for team spon-

sors for $400, includes 2 event passes, reception and company exposure on website and in print media. We can 

send you a package if your company is interested.  

EVENT PASS- Twin Anchors Houseboats Curling Classic $35  

Exciting news… 

The 2012 BC Winter Games are coming to Vernon Feb 23-26th and our club is hosting these young athletes in 
their pursuit of Gold. There will be 8 boys & 8 girls teams, split into pools of 4 teams playing a round robin, fol-
lowed by a crossover playoff. We need help with officiating and general club duties. Please let us know if you can 
help. Did you know that the 2010 BC Winter Games gold medalists were Vernon Curling Club members? 

SPEAKEASY - Saturday October 15th 

Speakeasies were formed in the 1920's, attended by people dressed in their finest, flapper 

dresses, tuxedos, and of course gangster suits.  These days gave birth to the Martini,  

Manhattan, Pink Murder, Mint Juleps and Champagne Cocktails  

There will be prizes & surprises. Tickets $50; Call 250 542-9715 for tickets 

6pm Cocktails, 7pm Dinner, 8:30pm Dancing 

Featuring Amanda Morazain 

Guaranteed to be a Roarin’ Good Time 

 

Golf Tournament 
Saturday Sep 17th; 2:30pm shotgun 

@ Royal York Golf Course 

2 person scramble; $45 per person 

Men's, Ladies or Mixed, 9 holes 

Call or email the club to register 

Dinner & prizes afterwards  

at the curling club 

AGM & MEMBER SOCIAL 

On Friday Sep 16th at 6:30pm we will be having our AGM followed by a welcome 

back to the curling season PARTY. Remember, participation in club social events is 

important to the survival of this curling club. Register & review written reports from 

6:30-7. Formal meeting starts promptly at 7pm and will be short and sweet, last 

year it was 45 minutes, so PLEASE participate. Provincial banners and Club Champi-

onship presentations will take place immediately following the formal meeting. 
 

Some of our Board members are finishing their ‘tour of duty’. As always we are  

looking for members to step up to the plate and inject new ideas to help keep the 

Vernon Curling Club one of the best darn curling clubs in Canada.  

Contact TJ or Dave if you are even a tiny bit interested... 

Start this season by brushing up on your skills 

2 night Novice Clinic - for those with no experience or 

one year of curling under your belt. 

MON SEPT 26 & TUE SEPT 27 (both evenings) 

7:00 - 9:00 pm ** Cost:  $25 

3 night Intermediate Clinic - for curlers who have 

curled 2 or more years and wish to upgrade skills. 

MON SEPT 26, TUE 27 & WED 28 (all 3 evenings) 

7:00 - 9:00 pm ** Cost:  $35 

Call the club to register; please arrive at 6:30pm on Sep 26th 

Mark your 

Calendar… 



CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEE - $75.00 

Each adult member pays this once a year, regardless of the number of leagues in which they are registered. 
The Club Membership Fee includes the Capital Improvement Fee as well as Association Dues.  

Those members who supported the club with the SHARE THE LOAD LOAN will receive a $25 reduction. 
All 60+ Senior daytime men as well as women in Friday Senior Mixed are required to pay a $4 BCIMCA fee. 

    2011-2012 LEAGUE DUES  plus HST Social Fee  

Men 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday    225.00 5.00  

Sunday 2pm 174.00 5.00  

Senior Tuesday/Thursday drop-in 214.00 Nil  

Senior Competitive (Friday) 123.00 Nil  

Women   

Tuesday/Thursday Afternoon (1:30pm)  214.00  15.00  

Wednesday Morning (9am) 112.00 10.00  

Wednesday Evening (6:30pm) 225.00 17.00 

Senior Wednesday/Friday Afternoon (1:30pm) 214.00 Nil  

Mixed   

Thursday (alternates 6:30pm / 8:30pm) 225.00 5.00  

Friday (6:30pm)  204.00 5.00  

Friday Senior 55+ (1:30pm) 123.00 Nil 

Open 
Super League 225.00 

Sponsorship 

$500 

Saturday (6:30pm) 174.00 Nil 

Youth 
Juniors (10 yrs plus) 70.00 Nil 

Little Rockers (6 yrs-9 yrs)  50.00 Nil 

CLUB POLICY…  All League Dues MUST be paid in full BEFORE the first game 

Team - a team is responsible for registering and paying league dues and Club Membership for 4 players. If a team 

wishes to register more than 4 players those additional players must pay the Club Membership and league social fees 
Registered Team Member - any player who has paid the Club Membership and league social fees and is listed as a 

player on a specific team is considered a registered team member and can play any position for that team.  
Registered Spare - Must pay the Club Membership Fee and a $50 spare fee to be listed as a registered spare and 
comply to league rules regarding their spare policy. 

Spares ï Any person who has not paid the Club Membership Fee must pay a drop-in spare fee of $10/game 

(daytime & evening) and is limited to 4 games after which time Club Membership Fee must be paid. 

Senior Mens Drop-in - All participants must pay the Club Membership Fee to play in this league. They can 
join the league for $214 which includes 2 games/week or purchase a $60 punch card for 5 games. The only 

exception would be an out of town visiting guest who can pay a drop in fee of $10 for up to 4 games. 
Membership Fee - will be waived for curlers joining the Vernon Curling Club for the very first time.  
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Wonder how to 

speed up your 

registration…  

It’s as easy as  

1...  

2… 

3... 

1. Were you a member in 2010-11?  

3. Bring your printed form to the VCC on  

Monday September 12th at 7pm to pay your balance… Bar’s open! 

YES  NO 

You will receive an email with a login number & password 2. Go to www.vernoncurlingclub.com/vcc 

Go to www.vernoncurlingclub.com/vcc  Click Register 

Click Login  Fill in the blanks 

Amend personal information if required, click next  Click next 

Select your league(s)  Select your league(s) 

Click next, click create form, PRINT YOUR FORM  Click next, click create form, PRINT YOUR FORM 

http://www.vernoncurlingclub.com/vcc
http://www.vernoncurlingclub.com/vcc
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Managers Report 

It took a while for summer to come. I feel like we missed out on half our summer. Now curling season is here 

again, and I’ve already done one ice install. We hosted a Championship Ice Making course and Junior camp. Both 

were a tremendous success. Next year we will be having a summer bonspiel with the curling in the Priest Valley 

Arena and the fun and frivolity at the Curling club. From what I saw and experienced with this junior camp there 

is a very good chance for the curling club to make some extra money in the off-season. Start talking it up now, 

the date is August 16-19. It’s a perfect opportunity to have all the tourists that pass through town enjoy our 

Okanagan weather and participate in a bonspiel. Nelson ran a successful spiel for 64 years straight. They lost 

their energy to keep hosting and hopefully we can find energy and run this adventure for years to come. It will be 

financially good for the club. Stay tuned.  

I am heading into my 5th year here at the club. I hope you like how things have progressed with renovations of 

both the upstairs & downstairs and the exterior etc. This curling club can not survive without good people step-

ping in and volunteering their time. My list of volunteers is long and I want to thank each and every one of you for 

making my job enjoyable. Without all of you, this curling club would not be what it is today. We are recognized as 

one of the best clubs in the province and even the country. Thank you. 

This season there will be a few changes in staff. One-Two had to return to Korea as he could not secure a work 

visa. He and his wife had a baby boy in July and all are doing well. Heather will be returning to the office after a 

year’s hiatus. I would like to thank Lorraine for stepping in and keeping the ship afloat. Carole, Marcie and Leah 

are all returning. Thanks to them for all their hard work. Darren Heath will be joining our staff on-ice. He will be 

learning the trade of ice-making and sharing his time between Winfield and Vernon. I will be spending more time 

on the ice teaching Darren and ensuring that you still have the best curling ice in the Country. 

Look at the page of upcoming events and mark them on your calendar. We start the season with Registration, 

followed by the AGM and golf tournament, all in one week! Our annual Twin Anchors Cashspiel kicks off our season 

and we are hosting the BC Winter Games in February. 

We are going to be having an opportunity to bring prospective members out to the curling club on Saturday eve-

nings. This is something we have to do to introduce new people to the game of curling. I need volunteers to help 

facilitate this drop-in... Saturday evenings at 6:30pm.  

Okay!!! Now I am done talking ...See you soon, Merk 

JUNIOR CURLING Register - Mon Sep 26; 3:00-5:00pm;Bring your curling gear and get going! 

 
LITTLE ROCKERS:  AGES 6-9 YRS - $50; Mon 3:30-4:30pm & Sat 10:00-11:00am 
This program introduces the skills and basics of the sport of curling.  Focus is on FUN. 

 

JUNIORS:  AGES 10 AND UP - $70; Mon 3:30-5:30pm  & Sat 10:00 - noon 
This program is designed for everyone whether they have curled before or not.  Participants are given instruction 

and provided with on-going support throughout the year in basic delivery, sweeping and strategy of the game. 
Shoes available for rent for $25 

Juniors are very important to the future of our club and the game of curling.  
If you have time to volunteer (no experience necessary) please contact Dave at the club 

I would like to encourage each and everyone of us to bring someone to experience the fun and competitiveness of curl-

ing.  A good way to introduce new curlers or curlers who have not curled for awhile is through our clinics.   When I was 
a new curler I was introduced to the club mid year showing up in jeans and splaying my body across the ice with reck-

less abandon not knowing the proper form or how to deliver a rock. My team was nice enough to tolerate me and not 
pick on me too much. The next year I took a clinic and learned properly how to throw a rock, how to sweep efficiently, 

strategy and etiquette - simple things like not stepping on the ice slider first.  That second year I gained a lot of confi-

dence on the ice.  Learning the basics of curling helps new curlers fit in and feel part of our club.   The health of the club 
relies on new members.  We are fortunate in Vernon to have a healthy vibrant club. Letôs keep it that way.  Check out 

our CLINICS and our Saturday evening drop-in league. Our board is committed to recruit new members and we rely on 
all members to encourage their friends and acquaintances to experience curling. 

           Dean Banks, Membership  



Page 5 

SENIOR MEN’S CURLING 

On behalf of the Senior Men’s Curling Executive it is my pleasure to welcome back all league members to another 

year of great curling and fellowship. 

I still have not put down my fly rod or my golf clubs nor do I plan to for a while yet.  However, I must say that 

putting this newsletter piece together has got me excited and looking forward to the upcoming curling season.  

Curling is curling, but what I miss just as much as being on the ice is seeing all you guy’s again and enjoying the 

camaraderie and fellowship which is the heart of our leagues. 

The Vernon Senior Men are one of the most successful daytime groups in the Vernon Curling Club. They are ac-

tively looking for even more new Senior’s to join in on the Tuesday & Thursday Morning Men’s drop-in league. First 

draw at 815am, followed by a second draw at 10:30am. These are men who really enjoy their curling experience 

from the early days of October until the last rock is thrown in March. It’s no pressure, just good fellowship for 

all! A planned ‘Visitors Day’, scheduled every two to three weeks, will offer an opportunity to bring new people 

into the group. Neighbours, friends, relatives or casual acquaintances can join in a curling game as a visitor – no 

charge – on designated mornings. It’s a way of introducing residents of Vernon to one of the most successful ac-

tivities at the Club . . . and a great way to be included in a game that is enjoyed by thousands across Canada. 

For those more competitive tell them about our great Friday competitive league with a little more serious play 

where the same fellowship and good sportsmanship prevails.  Also don’t forget to mention the great ice we have 

to curl on, the great coffee and food selection our catering staff prepare, and the wonderful attributes of our 

club lounge.  All for a very reasonable cost.  If they have never curled before or haven’t curled in a while, that’s 

no problem, they can sign up for a start of the season curling clinic. 

Senior men’s registration day this year will be on Tuesday September 20th from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  League curling 

will start on Tuesday October 4th.  

I look forward to seeing everyone at registration.  Until then enjoy the summer sun, the fishing, the golfing, the 

hiking, the wine tasting, and the many activities that we have at our doorstep in the North Okanagan. 

Jim Skrenek, President VCC Senior Men's Curling 

SENIOR MIXED LEAGUE 

Our experiment in launching the new Senior Mixed Friday afternoon league is rated as one of the better ideas to 

come along in some time!  

Under the guidance of Barry Owen and Linda DeBelser, what started off as only four teams last October, has 

flourished to ten teams on Friday afternoons and prospects look good for even more ‘Daytime, Retirees’ opting to 

play Friday ‘Senior Mixed’ in the upcoming year. 

The purpose for introducing the ‘Senior Mixed’ was to introduce the Ladies into BC Interior Master Curlers 

(BCIMCA) competition. Male curlers already participating in the Tues/Thurs or Friday ‘Competitive’ leagues will 

have already been invoiced. MEN (60+) not curling with the above will be assessed the BCIMCA fee and ALL LA-

DIES of 60 years of age & older playing in the Senior Mixed section will be assessed the nominal $4.00 BCIMCA 

fee. It was agreed that only the Ladies playing in the Senior Mixed are eligible for BCIMCA competition. 

Beginning this fall, ‘Senior Mixed’ will accept curlers of 50 years of age. Eligibility in Interior Masters play does 

not begin until 60 years of age.  

The ‘Senior Mixed’ group offers two Draws on Friday afternoon, with a ladder system, which will keep the section 

together and maintain the very successful ‘social’ aspect to the group. Each Mixed team will play three Draws of 

six games per Draw with the two more successful teams moving up; two teams struggling move down. A points sys-

tem will apply – 2 points for a ‘Win’, 1 point for a ‘Tie’, zero points for a ‘Loss’. Total points after six games deter-

mine who moves up & down. Prizes to be determined at discretion of the Committee. 

See ya on the ice! 

Bill Carr 
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September 12, 7pm onwards REGISTRATION NIGHT 

September 16, 6:30pm  AGM & WELCOME BACK SOCIAL 

September 17, 2:30pm shotgun @ Royal York VCC Golf Tournament 

September 26 & 27, 7-9pm NOVICE CLINIC 

September 26, 27 & 28, 7-9pm INTERMEDIATE CLINIC 

September 29-Oct 3 Twin Anchors Houseboats Curling Classic 

October 3 Leagues start 

October 15 SPEAKEASY 

October 28-30 LADIES SILVER STAR BONSPIEL 

November 19 & 20 Junior Spiel 

December 23, 7pm onwards MERK’S CHRISTMAS DROP-IN 

December 28-30 2 on 2 SPIEL 

January 5-8 MENS OPEN BONSPIEL 

January 16-18 SENIOR MENS OPEN BONSPIEL 

February 14 & 15 SENIOR LADIES OPEN BONSPIEL 

February 23-26 BC Winter Games 

March 19-22 Club Championships 

March 23-25 MIXED BONSPIEL 

Board of Directors 

As we know, things don't change overnight. It takes a commitment on the part of the leaders of a board to make it hap-
pen. The Board enables the organization to successfully and effectively achieve its mission. The VCC’s mission state-
ment reads: The Vernon Curling club provides curling and social activities to people of all ages and abilities in a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere. You can help, no experience necessary and just a small commitment of time. Contact any 
of the persons on the current board or speak to Dave. We have a rotation of board members ‘retiring’. 

 President: TJ Perepolkin;     Vice-President: Marvin VanMeter;     Treasurer: Ron McDougall;     Secretary: Rose Scott 

    Directors: Dean Banks, Linda Debelser-Owen, Darrell Houston, Carol Martel, Guy Morazain, Brian Roberts, Glen Taylor, Shirley Vedan 

“You may never know what results come of your action, but if you do nothing there will be no result." Mahatma Gandhi 

2011-12 League Reps:  

Mon Men - Mike Watt & Ian Veitch   Tue Men - Mark Longworth 

Thu Men - Ron McDougall    Sun Men - Doug Pepper 

Super League - Dave Merklinger   Senior Men - Jim Skrenek & Guy Morazain 

Ladies Wed Eve - June Kerr    Ladies Tue/Thu Aft - Judy Fosty 

Senior Ladies Wed/Fri Aft - Florence Schwan Ladies Wed AM - Brenda Harkies 

Thu Mixed - Guy Morazain    Fri 6:30 Mixed - Darrin Shore 

Saturday Open - Dave Merklinger   Senior Mixed - Linda Debelser & Barry Owen 

    Juniors - ** LOOKING **  Can you help? 


